
 

March 26-27, 2026 

Goals: 

• Support networking and relationship-building among participants. 

• Provide a deeper understanding of: 

o Future-focused revenue generation and public benefits program and policy innovations. 

o Key developments and stakes at the federal and state levels. 

o Coordinated efforts shaping upcoming budget and tax debates. 

o Short- and long-term implications for philanthropy. 

o Strategies for individual and collective action. 

• Recognize the EOF 2026 Law & Social Policy Legacy Award winner. 

Agenda: 

March 26, 2026 | 9:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
Convene, The Observation Hub, 29th Floor, 1201 Wilson Blvd., Arlington, VA  

9:00 AM Breakfast and Networking  

9:30 AM Welcome and Introductions 

• Emcee: Michael Cassidy, The Annie E. Casey Foundation and EOF Steering 

Committee Member 

• Sponsor Welcome: Nisha Patel, The Kresge Foundation and EOF Steering 

Committee Member 

https://www.aecf.org/people/michael-cassidy
https://eofnetwork.org/gist_team/nisha-patel/
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10:00 AM  Activating a Futures Mindset  

Working to create the future we want for our communities is an act of hope. Holding 

onto that hope—and imagining what’s possible—can be difficult, especially in 

moments as challenging as the one we’re living in now. In this session, we will work 

both individually and collectively to reconnect with hope and cultivate a future-

focused mindset that prepares us for today’s conversation and the work ahead. 

• Deneisha Thompson, Senior Associate, Tax Equity Funders Network 

10: 45 AM  Transition Break 

11:00 AM Reimagining Public Benefits Access Ideas Showcase 

What would it take to build a truly equitable and efficient public benefits system? 

One that streamlines access, reduces administrative burdens, and smoothly 

transitions individuals toward economic security. This session will showcase six 

future-focused program and policy innovations. We'll start with quick, engaging 

Ignite presentations, followed by small group table conversations with presenters for 

deeper insight and connection-making. 

Moderator: Tyonka Perkins Rimawi, Managing Director of Programs, The Families 

and Workers Fund 

Round 1 

• Siran Cao, CEO and Co-founder, Mirza: The Common App for public benefits: 

Transforming how families access safety net benefits. 

• Laura Glaab, Interim Chief Executive Officer, MyFriendBen: MyFriendBen: 

Unlocking the Next Generation of Benefits Access for Long-Term Care Support 

Services 

• Nina Olson, Executive Director, Center for Taxpayer Rights: Exploring 

automatic enrollment for tax and other public benefits. 

Round 2  

• Patricia Perozo, Head of Delivery, Digital Public Works: DiCIT: Software that 

increases access to benefits by minimizing applicant burden. 

• Ann Flagg, Advisor, Rx Kids: Rx Kids: A prescription for health, hope, and 

opportunity. 

• Chelsea Mauldin, Executive Director, Public Policy Lab: GovPay: A unified, 

privacy-first benefits payment platform. 

12:30 PM  Lunch 

https://eofnetwork.org/gist_team/deneisha-thompson-tax-equity-funders-network/
https://eofnetwork.org/gist_team/tyonka-perkins-rimawi-families-and-workers-fund/
https://www.marketing.heymirza.com/about-us
https://eofnetwork.org/gist_team/laura-glaab-myfriendben/
https://taxpayer-rights.org/about-us/
https://eofnetwork.org/gist_team/patricia-perozo-digital-public-works/
https://eofnetwork.org/gist_team/ann-flagg-rxkids/
https://www.publicpolicylab.org/people/


3 
 

1:30 PM  Reimagining Revenue Systems Ideas Showcase 

What would it take to build a truly robust and equitable revenue system? One where 

everyone pays their fair share, no one pays more than they can afford, and enough 

revenue is raised to fund public goods that benefit us all, like childcare, education, 

housing, transportation, and health care? This session will showcase six future-

focused program and policy innovations. We'll start with quick, engaging Ignite 

presentations, followed by small group table conversations with presenters for 

deeper insight and connection-making. 

Moderator: Cuong Hoang, Director of Programs, Mott Philanthropic 

Round 1 

• Simone Brody, Senior Advisor, New Practice Lab at New America: 

Automatically returning money owed to families missing out on tax credits. 

• Amy Hanauer, Executive Director, Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy: 

Enacting state wealth proceeds taxes. 

• Joshua McCabe, Director of Social Policy, Niskanen Center: Reviving America’s 

contributory tradition by expanding payroll taxes as a foundation for public 

benefits. 

Round 2 

• Zorka Milin, Policy Director, FACT Coalition: Using transparency to deter 

multinational corporate tax evasion and avoidance. 

• Chye-Ching Huang, Executive Director, The Tax Law Center at NYU Law: 

Remaking federal tax administration. 

• David Mitchell, Senior Fellow, Washington Center for Equitable Growth: 

Reclassifying large passthrough businesses to strengthen equitable revenue 

systems. 

3:00 PM  Break 

3:30 PM  Funder-Only Strategy Discussion 

In this session, participants will engage in large- and small-group discussions to 

reflect on the showcase presentations, identify opportunities for alignment and 

investment, and define areas for deeper future exploration. 

4:30 PM  Adjourn 

https://eofnetwork.org/gist_team/cuong-hoang-mott-philanthropic/
http://newamerica.org/our-people/simone-brody/
https://itep.org/hanauer-amy
https://www.niskanencenter.org/author/joshua-mccabe/
https://thefactcoalition.org/about-us/staff/zorka-milin/
https://taxlawcenter.org/about/team/chye-ching-huang
https://equitablegrowth.org/people/david-mitchell/
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March 26, 2026 | 5:30 PM – 8:30 PM 
Sixty Vines Foggy Bottom 2200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC 

DINNER PROGRAM: In Conversation with Maryland Comptroller Brooke Lierman: Economic 

Empowerment, Equity, and the Path Forward in the States 

Join us for an exclusive evening of connection, conversation, and insight! Enjoy dinner and drinks 

while networking with peers and hear directly from Maryland Comptroller Brooke Lierman, the 

state's 34th Comptroller and first woman independently elected to a Maryland constitutional 

office. Comptroller Lierman will share findings from key initiatives launched in Maryland in 

partnership with philanthropy and community organizations to modernize the tax system, promote 

access, improve efficiency and transparency, and ensure every Marylander can reach their full 

potential. She will also share perspectives on how states can advance equity in tax systems.  

• Sponsor Welcome: Lauren King, Program Officer, W.K. Kellogg Foundation 

• Guest Speaker: Brooke Lierman, Comptroller of Maryland 

• Moderator: Melanie Styles, Senior Program Officer, Workforce Development, The Abell 

Foundation and Tax Equity Funders Network Steering Committee Member 

March 27, 2025 | 8:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
Convene, The Observation Hub, 29th Floor, 1201 Wilson Blvd., Arlington, VA 

8:30 AM Breakfast and Networking  

9:15 AM Welcome and Reflections 

• Emcee: Michael Cassidy, The Annie E. Casey Foundation and EOF Steering 

Committee Member 

• Sponsor Welcome: Eesha Bhave, Senior Program Officer, Gender and 

Reproductive Equity Grantmaking, Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family 

Philanthropies and EOF Steering Committee Member 

9:30 AM Celebrating Our 2026 Law & Social Policy Legacy Award Winner: Workers Defense 

Project 

The Law & Social Policy Legacy Award recognizes organizations defending and 

advocating for low-wage workers’ rights and to increase knowledge of this work in 

the philanthropic community. A $10,000 award will be given by EOF with support 

from the Public Welfare Foundation annually until 2030 as a part of their legacy 

https://eofnetwork.org/gist_team/lauren-king/
https://www.marylandcomptroller.gov/about/brooke-lierman.html
https://abell.org/trustees-and-staff/melanie-styles/
https://www.aecf.org/people/michael-cassidy
https://eofnetwork.org/gist_team/eesha-bhave/
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investment into the Workers’ Rights field. We are thrilled to recognize and 

celebrate our 2026 award winner, the Workers Defense Project. 

• Laura Becerra, Movement Politics Director, Workers Defense Project 

10:00 AM Safeguarding Medicaid and SNAP in the Wake of H.R. 1 

H.R.1 delivers sweeping tax cuts to corporations and high-income earners—while 

dramatically reducing funding for essential programs like Medicaid and the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). These cuts threaten the well-

being of millions of families, children, and seniors, and shift the financial burden to 

already overstretched state and local governments. This session will provide an 

update on Medicaid and SNAP developments in states and potential short- and 

long-term interventions needed to safeguard these important programs. 

• Joan Alker, Executive Director of the Center for Children and Families and a 

Research Professor at the Georgetown McCourt School of Public Policy  

• Crystal FitzSimons, President, Food and Research Action Center 

• Moderator: Katie Beckmann, PhD, MPH, Children and Families Director, The 

David & Lucile Packard Foundation 

10:45 AM Transition Break 

11:00 AM Federal Budget and Tax Outlook  

Noted tax and budget policy expert Sharon Parrott will provide an overview of key 

provisions in the federal budget, discuss current and upcoming budget and tax 

debates, and offer insights on the potential impact on struggling families, workers, 

and communities. We’ll then shift to funder-only table discussions for strategy 

sharing and connection-making. 

• Sharon Parrott, President, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 

• Moderator: Shana Bartley, Policy Officer, W.K. Kellogg Foundation  

12:15 PM Lunch 

1:00 PM State Budget and Tax Outlook  

States are facing some of the most challenging fiscal conditions in recent memory. 

The combined impact of HR1 and declining revenue bases is setting the stage for 

intense budget debates that will significantly affect the capacity to fund programs 

serving children, families, and communities. Hear from experts about key fiscal 

http://www.workersdefense.org/
https://eofnetwork.org/gist_team/laura-becerra-workers-defense-project/
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/author/joan-alker/
https://frac.org/about/staff#cf
https://www.packard.org/katherine-beckmann/
https://www.cbpp.org/about/our-staff/sharon-parrott
https://eofnetwork.org/gist_team/shana-bartley-w-k-kellogg-foundation/
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trends, battles, and opportunities shaping these debates, and what’s at stake across 

the country. We'll then transition into a funder-only discussion to identify priority 

states and explore alignment on both near-term and future-oriented strategies. 

• Whitney Jemison, Director of State Fiscal Policy Research, Center on Budget 

and Policy Priorities  

• Andrea Jimenez, Policy Specialist, Fiscal Affairs Program, National Council of 

State Legislatures  

• Moderator: Karina Jiménez Lewis, Associate Director of Policy Reform and 

Advocacy, The Annie E. Casey Foundation  

2:30 PM Adjourn 
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Community Trust   

• Tyonka Perkins Rimawi, The 
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Revenue Systems Showcase 
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• Parita Patel, Robert 
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Foundation  

 

We are deeply grateful for the generous support of our meeting sponsors: 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cbpp.org/about/our-staff/whitney-jemison
https://www.ncsl.org/about-us/ncsl-staff-directory/category/fiscal#staff--1649
https://www.aecf.org/people/karina-jimenez-lewis

